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RATION! 
Please substitute new 


pages 


and 2 for original pages 1 and 2 as follows: 


HOT KNIFE CUTTER 
1. 

Background Art ^ ^ ^ 

Different apparatus and methods ha ^ 3 ^ 

s ee fi „ns otp.y -* - fM .~ "e 5 ^' L^~a P Mxo fta ive si s 
apparatuses ^bich utKze plu*e»S « ^ * ^ . s moyed to m oppositt 

* M . ^ Iteyor up a ^ supper. and he.o there hy tte 

cdsooffhe ply wh.ca.5 Ufted ftom the convey p » ^ fee 

may occur. „,ww n^es a circular rotatable disc 

U S Patent No. 4,156,378 discloses an apparatus which uses a cue 

\ <, surface of an anvil and then roll on the surface to part the ply stock 
^er to engage a hard surface an ^ ^ ^ 

™: - — ■ - — * r ™ 

edges of the ply stock. 
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belt package between adjacent cords. 

I + * ^ : Q ™-ovided a method for cutting an 

r[ \ ^ aonect of the invention there is proviaeo 

^ ^ * "tl len*.y nonnaUy .oward and away .he p.y stocfc and means 
m _ tOT —^3^ a to. edge and a second ^ edge o f the 

point, a teading edge and a *e traffic edge, the sailing edge 
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, . t,~*ji,^ 0 cnaced first and second lateral edges, 

having an associated length, the ply stock havmg spaced nxs 

the method comprising the steps of: 

a. m ovtag the knife assembly toward the ply stock to insert .he leadmgpomt of the 
knife Made into Ore ply -errion point spaced a distance from the first latera! edge 

drstance , iess than ox coal » ^ * — * back-cu, the p!y stock from the 

" traversing the knife assembly across dre P* stock toward the second M edge 
I ta „_ to cut the ply stock from flte insertion point to the second lateral edge with Are leadmg 

bide and provide severance of the ply stock from the firs, .ateral ed g e to the second 

lateral edge. 

* accordance with another aspect of the invention*- is provided aknife assemblyfor 
use in a cutting apparatus for cutting an associated ply stock along a on. hne of an auvrL the km* 

* irailine edge the knife assembly comprising: 

T a. eading^ge of thehladeindndrng a concave portion adjacent the leadrngporn, 

forurging the ply stock towards anvil; and, 

b. the trailing edge of the blade having a generally linear profile. 

According « a further aspect of the nwendon there is provided a cutdng apparams for 
cutting an associated ply stock along a cut line be^een firs, and second .ateral edge* the 
ap^L comprising a knife assembly, means for the movb* the knife assembly »w„d and 

Tay from J*r ** - — ~ ~* ** —** " * 

2nd Iral edges of the ply stock, the knife, assembly including a blade havmg a cuthng 
inclndmg a leading point, a leading edge and a trailing edge, the traiUng edge havmg an 
I~d length, m. cutting apparatus comprising the knife assembiy having a home posrhon 
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Steele »d means for «»—. «» W* assembly between <he fest and second I- edges of 
40 ply stoA *. trife assembly including a Wade having a cn«ing portion inching a leading 
point, a leading edge and a trailing edge, the trailing edge having an associated length, the 

cutting apparatus comprising: 

*. kle assembly Uv*. * *ome position wherein *e leading point of the blade » d.ectly 
above an insertion point of an associated ply stock and where* a distance between *e first 
lateral edge of the associated ply stock and the insertion point is less than ox equal to the 
associated length of the trailing edge. 

One advantage of the present invention is that the ply stock can be cut between adjacent 

cords without severing either cord. 

mother advantage of the present invention is that the ply stock can be severed wnhout 

damaging either lateral edge of the ply stock. 

Still other benefits and advantages of the invention will become apparent to those dolled 
ha the art upon a reading and understanding of the following specification. 

TErTF.F 1 DESraTPTTON OF DRAWINGS: 
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Plea se replace lines 27 and 28 on page 3, with the following: 


" l^edge^. The apparatus 10 also includes an anvil 26 for supporting the ply stock S in the 
mediate area below a cut line A-A shown in Figures 3 and 8. The embodiment of apparatus 10 


is shown in Figs. 1 and 2, 


Please correct the sentence on page 5 . hr^^r^Tby^^ 


numeral 2 for numeral 3 after "Figure" as follows: 

m oved away from the anvil 26 in preparation for a successive cutting operation. The louft 
assembly 14 is returned to a "home" position 48 as shown in Figure 2 where the blade 50 rs 
heated again before beginning the next cut. 


Received from < 330 535 5000 > at 12/4/02 5:03:41 PM [Eastern Standard Time] 


